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the Infanta was not difficult to write; I could not doubt,
therefore, that there was some design in this delay. Whatever
it might be, I could not understand it, unless the intention was
to send the letter afterwards, and make me pass for a heedless
fellow who had lost the first.
Dubois served me another most impudent turn, seven or eight
days before my departure. He sent word to me, by his two
devoted slaves, Le Blanc and Belleisle, that as he had the
foreign affairs under his charge, he must have the post,
which he would not and could not any longer do without; that
he knew I was the intimate friend of Torcy (who had the post
in his department), whose resignation he desired; that he
begged me to write to Torcy, and send my letter to him by an
express courier to Sabl£ (where he had gone on an excursion);
that he should see by my conduct on this occasion, and its
success, in what manner he could count upon me, and that he
should act towards me accordingly. To this his two slaves
added all they could to persuade me to comply, assuring m e
that Dubois would break off my embassy if I did not do as he
wished. I did not for a moment doubt, after what I had seen
of the inconceivable feebleness of M. le Due d'Orleans, that
Dubois was really capable of thus affronting and thwarting me,
or that I should have no aid from the Regent. At the same
time I resolved to run all hazards rather than lend myself to an
act of violence against a friend, so sure, so sage, and so virtuous,
and who had served the state with such reputation, and deserved
so well of it.
I replied therefore to these gentlemen that I thought the
commission very strange, and much more so their reasoning of
it; that Torcy was not a man from whom an office of this im-
portance could be taken unless he wished to give it up; that
all I could do was to ask him if he wished to resign, and if so,
on what conditions; that as to exhorting him to resign, I could
do nothing of the kind, although I was not ignorant what this
refusal might cost me and my embassy. They tried in vain
to reason with me; all they could obtain was this firm re -
solution.

